125.   NOTES

ALL ABOUT THE BROTHERS

It is the good fortune of the Brothers to have staunch friends.
It is equally their good fortune to have strong critics. A friend
writes to me that I am so infatuated with them that I refuse to
see anything bad in them* He is right. It is the privilege of
friendship not to be suspicious. But he is a bad friend who does not
know his friend's weaknesses. I know those of the Brothers, but hav-
ing weaknesses myself I am tender towards theirs* I feel that they
are the best and the bravest among co-workers with whom I
have had the privilege of working. So much for the general
charge.

THEIR INCONSISTENCY

But here is a particular charge against them. Says a corres-
pondent:

May I put before you the following problems, which I have even
after a very long and deep deliberation been unable to reconcile with the
non-co-operation doctrine. "Will you kindly say whether my difficulties
are something real or only superficial?

Non-co-operation requires that no .accused should give any help
whatsoever to the proceedings in the British court in which he is tried.
But, is not the statement given by the AH Brothers, a sort of help given
to the court? This the Grown Prosecutor himself made clear, when he
said that his work was much lightened by the utterances of the accused.

The second problem which perplexes me is this. We have not as
yet launched on civil disobedience. Hence we all must obey at present
the orders of the British officials. Even you did not infringe the order
which prohibited you from entering Malabar. If so, was it proper for
Maulana Mahomed Ali to disobey the Magistrate of Karachi and lose
temper with him, when he asked him to sit down? Was this not an ex-
press breach of the Magistrate's order? Was it creditable to Maulana
Mahomed Ali to ask the Magistrate whether he did not believe in God,
and to decline to sit down when asked to do so and say, "Let me see
what you can do"?

To my mind, even when civil disobedience is started, we all must
be humble. A non-co-operator must be humility incarnate. He must
never under any provocation whatsoever lose temper or show any force.